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The title 23] Xue Xi originally comes from the first two sentences of the :
"Analects”, a collection of what Confucius, the great Chinese educator,
had said and done. He said in the beginning of the book.

" To learn and practice what is learnt time and again is pleasure, is it not?
To have friends come from afar is happiness, is it not? "
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BCISpirit ...

ﬁer:&t—?s our school community and sustains us through the

good and the challenging times! | have been a part of the BCIS

com_mUnity since even before the campus was built and | have
always been proud of the spirit of the people who congregate
under the two roofs that make BCIS: main campus and ECC
campus. At BCIS we have always welcomed people into our
cc;mmunity who support our mission and philosophy, those who
truly believe in ‘empowering and inspiring through challenge
and compassion.” Sometimes | have thought how lucky we are
to have such people in our BCIS community, then | remember
that this is not luck at all, this is by design!  We actively recruit
teachers who believe in the BCIS method of teaching and
learning; we meet every single student and family during
the admissions process before offering a place within our
community, ensuring that we understand and will support each
other; we actively hire administrative staff who want to work in a
highly collaborative, nurturing environment; we choose partners
and join organizations around the world who we believe we can

share and grow with.
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The spirit that is sustaining us during this unprecedented
COVID-19 situation cannot be underestimated. For our
students in particular, this has been a very challenging
time. The adults around them have provided sup}:)orth
encouragement, positivity and hope — | believe this is
connected to our strong spirit at BCIS that focuses on staying :
together, supporting each other and being there with a smiling
face when we all reunite. Of course, this time has seen us_
question what we are doing and how, wonder when things will® »”
change, becoming frustrated and afraid at times. Howeves |+ -
am proud to see that our community has remained united, ha§

supported each other through this most difficult of times, and

we will remember how we reacted and responded when times

were tough — with amazing BCIS spirit!
The BCIS community truly makes me proud, | hope it makes

you proud too.

Julie Lawton ¢
BCIS Head of School -
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"« As directing a like flame into its eyes,

A desirable aspeet, yet never to be touched.
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Fear. e . - : y . Ohhh, | came too.

With its fingér inwardly pointing to many immortal songs. Chanting tf{e chant of battle.
i ' i

A menacing voice arose : = O Captain, My (_:'aptain.

What does thou mean about pondering cowardly,

Come and go as they are,
Though thou is not.
Who knows what war can bring?

Alive nor dead,

Misfortune nor luck,
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Separated but United
e

Isabella Sun (Grade 4)

BCIS spirit,
Never breaks apart.
Challenge and compassion,

I's what makes us smart.

The Corona Virus,
Forced us to stay home,
Yearning to go outside,

Just staying alone.

Still we can do something,
To help others out.
Email, zoom, phone and text,

Can clear any doubt.

We use our time wisely,
By learning new things.
We cook, read, write, and watch,

Excitement it brings.

BCIS spirit,
IS unlimited.

Though all separated, a

We are united.

N
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We keep on learning at home
Just as we are in school
Same amount of work
Same amount of effort

We keep in contact with teachers
and classmates
We discuss, we ask and we chat
We all enjoy these call time

Wellness is important
We exercise, we rest
and we learn
We organize our time and enjoy

BCIS spirit shines not just in school
Just remember
Whoever you are, wherever you go
BCIS spirit shines with you
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Thomas Runmao Zhou (Grade 8)

The outbreak of novel coronavirus in China changed many
people's lives. The city lockdowns travel bans, isolation and
y quarantine policies and business and school shutdowns all

present unprecedented challenges to people.

When | first heard of this deadly virus spreading in China, |
was terrified and concerned about my family and friends and
W teachers in the school. After weeks of online learning at home
due to school closure and isolation rules and after | learned that
many were suffering from the virus, | started to ask myself this

[ ]
question — “How can | help or make contributions to the people
r I e I I S who suffered from this disease?”

| kept asking myself the question until one day my mother told
® me there is a non-profit organization program called “Leapup
learning” where anyone above 14 (including secondary school
I n students) who is equipped with good English language skills
can volunteer to teach English to students in remote areas or
cities or provinces most affected by the coronavirus, such as

Wuhan. Once one becomes a volunteer, he will need to commit
to allocating time each week to meet with the students. The
program will then match the volunteer to a student who is

available at the proposed time. It is a “one-on-one” teaching
program.
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While | was very interested in the program, | was not entirely
sure initially whether | would be good enough for the program.
| have never done such a thing in the past and | felt a bit
nervous and had cold hands.

My parents encouraged me to give it a try. After a few days, |
finally mustered up my courage and signed up for the program.
The main reason | signed up was that while | always have a
warm heart wanting to make a change and help people and
society, | did not know what | could do and used to feel like
that my hands were tied. After signing up for the program, |
felt somewhat relieved and my hands were no longer tied, and
| finally found a way to do some help and make some positive
impact on society.

The first student | met in the program was a 14-year old
student named Jerry from Wuhan city. Wuhan as we all
know is the city where the coronavirus first started and the
people in Wuhan suffered the most from the virus. | was very
curious and asked him how he thought the coronavirus was
affecting him. He said that it was very hard for his family to
get fresh meat and vegetables at home, and it has already
been several months since he last went out and played with
his friends. At the beginning, after the family ran out of
food, he and his family had to risk the exposure to the virus
and go out onto the open streets to buy fresh food from
marketplaces that might not even open. Later on, because
all local communities in the entire city were locked down, he
and his family could not leave home at all and had to rely on
government workers and volunteers for the supply of food.
He has not seen fresh fruits or vegetables for quite a while
already. After hearing this saddening and surprising news, |
instantly felt very empathetic and sad for Jerry. While | am
sitting comfortably on my sofa, tens of thousands of people
in Wuhan are facing starvation and perhaps even death and
are fighting for their lives.

In most parts of our sessions, Jerry and | chatted about
many different things in our lives as if we were close friends,
such as, how we were doing at school, what kinds of books
we were reading, whether he needed help with anything
and who his best friends were.

We very much enjoyed talking to each other.

The second student | met in the program was a 9-year old
student named Felix who was also from Wuhan city.



| also asked him how the coronavirus was affecting him. He
said that his biggest disappointment right now was that he
cannot see his friends and his favorite teachers from school.
He also said that one of his favorite sports was soccer, but
he could not go outside and play with his teammates due to
this virus. | felt sad because soccer is also my favorite sport.
At the end of the first class, | asked Felix whether there was
anything else he would like to share with me about himself,
he paused and said that his biggest hope was that the virus
would pass soon so he could play soccer and hang out with
his friends once again like “normal days”. He smiled with
great joy. | felt very moved by what he said. It struck me that
even if people were suffering such a great pain because of
the virus, they did not give up and still kept the hope for a
bright future.

Felix was quite nervous in our first class and took long
pauses between almost every word coming out of his

mouth.

He did not use much English in school or at home. | can see
that he did not give up and each time, tried very hard to
put words and sentences together. | admired his hard-work
and encouraged him to speak up and not to be afraid of
making mistakes. In the next few sessions, he was no longer
as nervous as in the first session and was much more fluent
and confident. He carefully reviewed the reading materials
and did preparation diligently before each session. | can
see clear improvements in Felix's spoken English, | felt very

happy and very proud of myself and Felix.

Storytellers” Corner

| felt very happy and satisfied with my teaching sessions with
Jerry and Felix. | felt great joy because | have truly helped
someone in need.

Moreover, | made two new friends in Wuhan!

At first, | was unsure and scared because | was afraid of making
mistakes in front of people | have never met before. After trying
out a few classes, | came to realize that it is a great experience
and a great feeling to help others especially the students whom
| taught are obviously improving.

Jerry and Felix are both fighting virus in Wuhan, the most
affected city, but they do not give up and keep the hope.
This is a valuable lesson | learned from them, no matter what
challenges you are facing, you always keep the hope for a

better tomorrow.
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Sidney Nguyen (Grade 4)

In Grade 4, we have been able to catch up with

friends and teachers. We have been able to

do experiments and fun activities like: The wax
museum, musical dances, UOI experiments and so much more! We might be in different places but we are still connecting and
learning. We have been able to catch up with our classes through “community egg calll” It is where our teacher tells us what we
will do for the day and ask questions or tell everybody how we are doing. It's really fun seeing our classmates faces again. People

show their pets. They are mostly cats but one of my classmates has a Chameleon that is awesome!

This is a picture of some of my classmates during community egg call.



1 undraising For Those in Need

Youran Feng (Grade 7)

On February 10th, Wuhan Central Hospital sent out a call for donations
via news media. There, over 200 doctors had already been infected whilst

fighting the Covid-19 virus and were in dire need of protective equipment.

A day later, three BCIS families decided to start a fundraising project
in order to help doctors in Wuhan Central Hospital, their target was
to donate 2,000 protective suits. Grade 7 student Youyou’s mom, Tian
quickly found a source for protective suits, Grade 5 Steven’s mom, Shen
contacted delivery companies and was able to sort out the route of the
suits, whilst Grade 11 Lisa’s mom, Han reached out to the hospital

through her doctor friends.

But the protective suits seller only gave us three days to gather the
payment. In order to encourage more people to contribute quickly, Tian
decided to let children play the role as the fundraisers with 88 participants
who pledged that they could raise at least 2,000 RMB. So, the task of the

project was split between the students who took part.

This was challenging for the students. Grade 10 student, Wallington was
one of the fundraisers, he stated that the biggest challenge he faced was

to get strangers to believe him and contribute to his cause. He said that

many people were skeptical at first about whether or not his cause was real
because there were a lot of fake charities. But eventually, he overcame the
challenge by being sincere to others. “I believe people are genuinely good,

and there’s always a good side” he explained.

Steven, a Grade 5 fundraiser, was the student who initiated the fundraising
project and did the accounting work for the project. Steven was responsible
for collecting the information from hundreds of donations, he said that
he learned to always keep organized, so you would know if you missed

anything or made a mistake.

On March 7th, when the last suits arrived at the hospitals, Youyou, a
Grade 7 student and a fundraiser, helped make a video recounting the
whole project. The project involved a total of 203 children from 5 different
countries as fundraisers, raising 536,900 RMB, and purchased 4,500
protective suits in the end, all donated to seven different hospitals. And
when the video was released in the project Wechat group, all children felt
like they were part of history, and that the next time their country needed

them, no doubt they would stand up and help.

Storytellers” Corner
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Anna Ren (Grade 9)

IS ARHRIZE X
AR
When the outbreak first # began, | felt scared and helpless, unsure what | could do m;:;imggg " i
i i
to help. | saw the Chindse Student Association in North America’s (CSANA) activities SRR e
RARE
on WeChat and signed up. At the beginning, | was an ordinary volunteer, helping to e i
forward tweets and contacting official accounts for cooperation. The initial mission of L s
FBEERHRIRE I

our association was to mobilize resources to assist in the early stages of the outbreak —
when medical supplies were most needed. We raised 965,253.41 RMB, and sent
148,700 pairs of medical gloves, 10,240 medical protective masks, 8,000 disposable
medical masks, 34,000 industrial-grade N95 masks and 3,060 pieces of protective

clothing to major hospitals in Wuhan.

At the same time, | found that the victims of the outbreak were not just patients, but
patients’ families, the families of health care workers, and others. As the need for
donations of medical equipment eased, | suggested we provide social and emotional
support for these families. | now direct our program which provides online tutoring,
companionship, and professional counseling for children in need. | recruit volunteers
to deliver this program, as well as plan classes and research best practice. | also ~ many sad stories, but through this project,
give classes myself to children of healthcare workers, which is difficult but extremely | feel that people everywhere can make
gratifying when | see my students make progress with my guidance. | have since  unremitting efforts to help those in
created a BCIS group to introduce my work to the BCIS community and invite them  need at this special time. Now | look at
to join this association. Our group now has about twenty people who work across the  things a lot more optimistically, trying to
association. see the good side of the problem and

immediately thinking, how do we solve
This experience has changed the way | view the Covid-19 outbreak. | have heard  this or how can we help.
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Blanche Qian (Grade 4)
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Chloe Liu (Grade 3)
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Alice Baek (Grade 10)
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Jasmine B{£EZL (Grade 4)
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Yuxin Yang ( Grade 2)
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Lisa Yang ( Grade 11)
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Follow BCIS

Main Campus
T+861087717171
No.77 Baiziwan Nan Er Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100022, PR China
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ECC Campus
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& ILRERMERFER T+86 1067700766
E3 @5Cisonline No.11 Dongbai Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100022, PR China
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